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Mr. Morrison Reported Ambassador Sondland's Proposal to Get Ukrainians "Pulled Into Our Politics" to White House Officials and Ambassador Taylor




Mr. Morrison felt uncomfortable with "any idea that President Zelensky should allow himself to be involved in our politics."901 He promptly reported the conversation between Ambassador Sondland and Mr. Yermak to Ambassador Bolton. Mr. Morrison had concerns with "what Gordon was proposing about getting the Ukrainians pulled into our politics."902
Ambassador Bolton told Mr. Morrison—consistent with his own "instinct"—to "make sure the lawyers are tracking."903 Upon his return to Washington, Mr. Morrison reported his concerns to NSC lawyers John Eisenberg and Michael Ellis.904

Mr. Morrison testified that, in speaking to the NSC legal advisors, he wanted to ensure "that there was a record of what Ambassador Sondland was doing, to protect the President."905
At this point, Mr. Morrison was not certain that the President had authorized Ambassador Sondland's activities, but Mr. Morrison agreed that if the President had been aware of Ambassador Sondland's activities, the effect could be to create a paper trail that incriminated President Trump.906

Mr. Morrison also reported the conversation to Ambassador Taylor "because I wanted him to be in a position to advise the Ukrainians not to do it."907 Ambassador Taylor said that he was "alarmed" to hear about the remarks to Mr. Yermak.908 He explained that "this was the first time that I had heard that the security assistance, not just the White House meeting, was conditioned on the investigations."909 To Ambassador Taylor, "It's one thing to try to leverage a meeting in the White House. It's another thing, I thought, to leverage security assistance … to a country at war, dependent on both the security assistance and the demonstration of support."910




President Trump Wanted President Zelensky in a "Public Box," and Said "Everything" Depended on Announcing the Investigations




Upon hearing from Mr. Morrison about the conditionality of the military aid on Ukraine publicly announcing the two investigations, Ambassador Taylor sent a text message to Ambassador Sondland: "Are we now saying that security assistance and WH meeting are conditioned on investigations?" Ambassador Sondland responded, "Call me."911

Ambassador Sondland confirmed over the phone to Ambassador Taylor that "everything"—the Oval Office meeting and the security assistance—was dependent on the Ukrainian government publicly announcing the political investigations President Trump requested on July 25. Informed by a review of contemporaneous notes that he took during his phone call, Ambassador Taylor testified:



During that phone call, Ambassador Sondland told me that President Trump had told him that he wants President Zelensky to state publicly that Ukraine will investigate Burisma and alleged Ukrainian interference in the 2016 election. Ambassador Sondland also told me that he now recognized that he had made a mistake by earlier telling Ukrainian officials that only a White House meeting with President Zelensky was dependent on a public announcement of the investigations. In fact, Ambassador Sondland said,
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