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The following day, on September 8, Ambassador Sondland texted Ambassadors Volker and Taylor: "Guys multiple convos with Ze, Potus. Lets talk." Ambassador Taylor responded one minute later, "Now is fine with me."923 On the phone, Ambassador Sondland "confirmed that he had talked to President Trump" and that "President Trump was adamant that President Zelensky himself had to clear things up and do it in public. President Trump said it was not a quid pro quo."924 Ambassador Sondland also shared that he told President Zelensky and Mr. Yermak that, "although this was not a quid pro quo, if President Zelensky did not clear things up in public, we would be at a stalemate."925

Ambassador Taylor testified that he understood "stalemate" to mean that "Ukraine would not receive the much-needed military assistance."926 During his public testimony, Ambassador Sondland did not dispute Ambassador Taylor's recollection of events and agreed that the term "stalemate" referred to the hold on U.S. security assistance to Ukraine.927

Although Ambassador Sondland otherwise could not independently recall any details about his September 7 conversation with President Trump, he testified that he had no reason to dispute the testimony from Ambassador Taylor or Mr. Morrison—which was based on their contemporaneous notes—regarding this conversation.928 Ambassador Sondland, however, did recall that President Zelensky agreed to make a public announcement about the investigations into Burisma and the Bidens and the 2016 election in an interview on CNN."929

According to Ambassador Taylor, Ambassador Sondland explained that President Trump was a "businessman," and that when "a businessman is about to sign a check to someone who owes him something, the businessman asks that person to pay up before signing the check."930
Ambassador Taylor was concerned that President Trump believed Ukraine "owed him something" in exchange for the hundreds of millions of dollars in taxpayer-funded U.S. security assistance.931 He argued to Ambassador Sondland that "the explanation made no sense. The Ukrainians did not owe President Trump anything. And holding up security assistance for domestic political gain was crazy."932 Ambassador Sondland did not recall this exchange specifically, but did not dispute Ambassador Taylor's testimony.933



Ambassador Taylor Texted Ambassador Sondland that "It's Crazy to Withhold Security Assistance for Help with a Political Campaign"




Ambassador Taylor remained concerned by the President's directive that "everything" was conditioned on President Zelensky publicly announcing the investigations. He also worried that, even if the Ukrainian leader did as President Trump required, the President might continue to withhold the vital U.S. security assistance in any event. Ambassador Taylor texted his concerns to Ambassadors Volker and Sondland stating: "The nightmare is they give the interview and don't get the security assistance. The Russians love it. (And I quit.)"934

Ambassador Taylor testified:



"The nightmare" is the scenario where President Zelensky goes out in public, makes an announcement that he's going to investigate the Burisma and the ... interference in 2016 election, maybe among other things. He might put that in some series of investigations.
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