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credible allegations. That's our policy. We've been doing that for quite some time with some success. So focusing on [particular] cases, including [] cases where there is an interest of the President, it's just not part of what we've done. It's hard to explain why we would do that.1052





Mr. Kent emphasized that when foreign government officials "hear diplomats on the ground saying one thing, and they hear other U.S. leaders saying something else," it raises concerns about the United States' credibility on anti-corruption efforts.1053 Ambassador Taylor agreed, stating that "[o]ur credibility is based on a respect for the United States" and "if we damage that respect, then it hurts our credibility and makes it more difficult for us to do our jobs."1054

Mr. Kent, like many other witnesses, explained that urging Ukraine to engage in "selective politically associated investigations or prosecutions" undermined the rule of law more generally:

{{quote|As a general principle, I do not believe the United States should ask other countries to engage in selective politically associated investigations or prosecutions against opponents of those in power because such selective actions undermine the rule of law, regardless of the country.1055

Mr. Kent agreed that pressuring Ukraine to conduct political investigations is not a part of U.S. foreign policy to promote the rule of law in Ukraine and around the world.1056 Mr. Kent concluded that the President's request for investigations "went against U.S. policy" and "would've undermined the rule of law and our longstanding policy goals in Ukraine, as in other countries, in the post-Soviet space."1057

These conflicting messages came to a head at a September 14 meeting between American and Ukrainian officials in Kyiv. During that meeting, Ambassador Volker advised Mr. Yermak about the "potential problems" with investigations that the Zelensky administration was contemplating into former Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko.1058 Mr. Yermak retorted, "what, you mean like asking us to investigate Clinton and Biden?"1059 Ambassador Volker did not respond.1060
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