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	A:	My visceral reaction to what was being called for suggested that it was explicit. There was no ambiguity.

	...

	A:	Again, based on my visceral reaction, it was explicit what he was calling for. And to the best of my recollection, he did specifically say “investigation of the Bidens.”

	...

	A:
	So the meeting that occurred in the Ward Room referenced investigations into the Bidens, to the best of my recollection, Burisma and 2016



500 Hill Dep. Tr. at 69.

501 Id. at 151-152.

502 Id. at 69-70.

503 Vindman Dep. Tr. at 31.


	Q:	Did Ambassador Sondland—were the Ukrainian officials in the room when he was describing the need for these investigations in order to get the White House meeting?

	A:	So they were in the room initially. I think, once it became clear that there was some sort of discord amongst the government officials in the room, Ambassador Sondland asked them to step out of the room.

	Q:	What was the discord?

	A:	The fact that it was clear that I, as the representative—I, as the representative of the NSC, thought it was inappropriate and that we were not going to get involved in investigations.

	Q:	Did you say that to Ambassador Sondland?

	A:	Yes, I did.



504 Id. at 18. While not specifically disagreeing with any of the content of the discussion in the Ward Room, Ambassador Sondland generally disputed Dr. Hill and Lt. Col. Vindman’s accounts, saying that he did not
recall “any yelling or screaming ... as others have said.” Sondland Hearing Tr. at 23. Neither Dr. Hill nor Lt. Col. Vindman described yelling or screaming in the meetings.

Ambassador Sondland also testified that “those recollections of protest do not square with the documentary record of our interactions with the NSC in the days and weeks that followed.” Sondland Hearing Tr. at 23. As an
example, Sondland provided text from a July 13 email that he sent—not to Dr. Hill, but to her successor Tim Morrison—which said that the “sole purpose” of the call between President Trump and President Zelensky was to
give the former “assurances of ‘new sheriff’ in town.” Sondland Hearing Tr. at 23. The email that Ambassador Sondland provided does not undermine Dr. Hill’s or Lt. Col. Vindman’s testimony that they objected to Ambassador Sondland’s conduct in the Ward Room meeting. The email provided by Ambassador Sondland, however, was sent to Mr. Morrison, not Dr. Hill. Mr. Morrison had not yet started working as NSC Senior Director for Europe and was not at the July 10 meeting.

505 Vindman Dep. Tr. at 29.


	A:	So I heard him say that this had been coordinated with White House Chief of Staff Mr. Mick Mulvaney.

	Q:	What did he say about that?

	A:	He just said that he had had a conversation with Mr. Mulvaney, and this is what was required in order to get a meeting.



506 Hill Dep. Tr. at 69-70.

507 Kurt Volker Document Production, Bates KV00000036 (Oct. 2, 2019).


	Taylor:
	Eager to hear if your meeting with Danyliuk and Bolton resulted in a decision on a call.
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