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Ambassador Taylor participated in the deposition on October 22, in compliance with the Committees’ subpoena. During the deposition, Ambassador Taylor’s personal attorney stated, in regard to communications with the Department of State:




They sent us the directive that said he should not appear under I think the quote is under the present circumstances. We told the majority that we could not appear; he’d been instructed not to. We saw the pattern.328






On November 13, the Committees transmitted a subpoena to Ambassador Taylor compelling him to testify at a public hearing of the Intelligence Committee that same day.329 Ambassador Taylor complied with the Committees’ subpoena and testified at the public hearing. During the hearing, Ambassador Taylor described the direction he received from the State Department:


	Q:	Ambassador, were you also asked not to be part of the deposition?

	A:	Mr. Quigley, I was told by the State Department: Don’t appear under these circumstances. That was in the letter to me. And when I got the subpoena, exactly as Mr. Kent said, that was different circumstances and obeyed a legal subpoena. So, yes, sir, I’m here for that reason.330




Catherine Croft and Christopher Anderson, Department of State




On October 24, 2019, the Committees sent letters to the personal attorney representing two State Department officials, Catherine Croft and Christopher Anderson, seeking their attendance at depositions on October 30 and November 1, respectively.331

On October 25, their attorney sent a letter to the Committees acknowledging receipt of the Committees’ requests and stating that “we are in the process of contacting the Office of the  Legal Advisor of the Department of State in an effort to learn the disposition of that Office with regard to the Committee’s request.”332

On October 28, Under Secretary Bulatao sent letters to the personal attorney for Ms. Croft and Mr. Anderson. Both letters enclosed the White House Counsel’s October 8 letter and stated:





Pursuant to Mr. Cipollone’s letter and in light of these defects, we are writing to inform you and Ms. Croft of the Administration-wide direction that Executive Branch personnel “cannot participate in [the impeachment] inquiry under these circumstances.”333






On October 30, the Committees transmitted subpoenas to the personal attorney for Ms. Croft and Mr. Anderson compelling their appearance at depositions on October 30, stating: 





In light of recent attempts by the Administration to direct witnesses not to appear voluntarily for depositions, the enclosed subpoenas compel your clients’ mandatory appearance.334
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