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that he had talked to President Trump" and that "President Trump was adamant that President Zelensky himself had to clear things up and do it in public. President Trump said it was not a quid pro quo."[1]
Ambassador Sondland added that, following his call with President Trump, he had told President Zelensky and Mr. Yermak that, "although this was not a quid pro quo, if President Zelensky did not clear things up in public, we would be at a stalemate." In response, President Zelensky agreed to make a public statement announcing the investigations in an interview on CNN.[2] Both Ambassadors Taylor and Sondland confirmed that the term "stalemate" referred to the hold on the security assistance to Ukraine.[3] Early the next morning on September 9, Ambassador Taylor texted Ambassadors Sondland and Volker: "As I said on the phone, I think it's crazy to withhold security assistance for help with a political campaign."

Ultimately, the connection between the assistance and the announcements was apparent to the relevant parties—including United States officials working with Ukraine and senior Ukrainian officials. Ambassador Sondland and Mr. Holmes both testified that President Trump's use of military and security assistance to secure his sought-after announcements became as clear as "two plus two equals four."[4] Moreover, at a press conference on October 17, Acting White House Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney confirmed this equation. According to Mr. Mulvaney, President Trump "[a]bsolutely" mentioned "corruption related to the DNC server" in connection with the security assistance. Mr. Mulvaney also stated that the server was part of "why we held up the money." After a reporter attempted to clarify this explicit acknowledgement of a quid pro quo, Mr. Mulvaney replied: "We do that all the time with foreign policy." He added, "I have news for everybody: get over it. There is going to be political influence in foreign policy."[5]


ii.The White House Visit

Turning to the White House visit, documentary evidence and testimony from multiple witnesses confirms that this official act—like the release of assistance—was conditional on Ukraine announcing investigations into former Vice President Biden and interference in the 2016 election.


As discussed above, prior to the July 25 call, President Trump's personal attorney repeatedly urged Ukraine to pursue investigations into "two matters of intense interest" to his client, President



	↑ Id. at 135. Ambassador Sondland's recitation of his call with President Trump is the only evidence that President Trump suggested this was "not a quid pro quo." Moreover, Ambassador Sondland testified that President Trump made that statement, unprompted, on September 7—only after the White House had learned of a whistleblower complaint regarding the July 25 call and President Trump's efforts to pressure Ukraine, and the Washington Post had reported about the President's pressure campaign on Ukraine. In addition, President Trump immediately followed his stated denial of a quid pro quo by demanding that President Zelensky still make a public announcement, while the military assistance remained on an unexplained hold. For these reasons, and those detailed in the Ukraine Report, President Trump's self-serving denial of conditionality after he had been caught is not credible.

	↑ Id. at 135.

	↑ Id.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 23; Sondland Hearing Tr. at 58.

	↑ Ukraine Report at 139; The White House, Press Briefing by Acting Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney (Oct. 17, 2019).
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