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modified around us to-day and find out what characters are transmissible. The nature and causes of Variation and of Heredity will thus in time come to be understood.

It is only within recent years that any attempt has been made to study variations systematically. Mr.Bateson's work, entitled Materials for the Study of Variation, is an important contribution in this direction. He is not content with the knowledge that variability exists but seeks to find out by detailed investigations of particular cases what variations actually do occur in nature. He brings forward evidence to show that there are variations which cannot be arranged in a continuous series—that such variations are therefore discontinuous. This is not peculiar to any one kind of variation. This discontinuity of variation is something akin with polymorphism—in fact it may be regarded as one of the forms under which polymorphism may show itself. Darwin never contemplated the existence of polymorphism, except where the polymorphism is of some advantage. But the test of utility cannot be applied to explain the definiteness of structure which is so often seen. Differences appear often in the most trivial points. Darwin never entertained the idea that discontinuity could be a starting-point of species. He tended to regard variation as always slow and almost imperceptible: species arose by the natural selection of "numerous successive, slight favourable variations".










[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:JehuTJ_1902redux(1).pdf/6&oldid=7252439"


		Category: 	Validated




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 16 February 2018, at 07:17.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






