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HISTORY OF MUNSELL COLOR SYSTEM
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Bureau of Standards 1926 measurements of Munsell papers (30); the adoption in 1939 of a system of standardized color designations by the Inter-Society Color Council, the limits being defined in terms of the Munsell notation (31); the measurement of a master set of Munsell papers at the National Bureau of Standards; the conversion of the colors of the Maerz and Paul Dictionary of Color, the color standards of The Textile Color Card Association of the United States, Inc., and of other standard color data, into Munsell notation. Certain of this work is already partially or wholly available, certain of it appears in the four reports which follow and the rest will be made available as it becomes ready for publication.



Final




From this review it is hoped that the reader will be able to recognize the vitality of a color system that has grown so much in usefulness since first proposed in the early 1900’s. That we should know in exact detail the various plans of the originator is now more interesting than important. His simple notation for color and the descriptions and charts made available for practical work, not only for teaching and understanding color, but for color measurement and coordination, have been an outstanding contribution to color knowledge. For this contribution the science of colorimetry is truly indebted to Albert H. Munsell, artist and art teacher.
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