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THE LILY OF THE VALLEY.







The bitter concealings life’s treacheries teach, 

The long-subdued feelings the world cannot reach—

Thy mask to the many was worn not for me; 

I saw thee—can any seem like unto thee? 



No other can know thee as I, love, have known; 

No future will show thee a love like mine own. 

That love was no passion that walketh by day, 

A fancy—a fashion that flitteth away. 



’Twas life’s whole emotion—a storm in its might— 

’Twas deep as the ocean, and silent as night. 

It swept down life’s flowers, the fragile and fair, 

The heart had no powers from passion to spare. 



Thy faults but endear’d thee, so stormy and wild; 

My lover! I fear’d thee as feareth a child. 

They seemed but the shrouding of spirit too high, 

As vapours come crowding the sunniest sky. 



I worshipped in terror a comet above; 

Ah! fatal the error—ah! fatal the love! 

For thy sake life never will charm me again; 

Its beauty forever is vanish’d and vain. 



Thou canst not restore me the depth and the truth 

Of the hopes that came o’er me in earliest youth. 

Their gloss is departed—their magic is flown, 

And sad and faint-hearted I wander alone. 



’Tis vain to regret me—you will not regret; 

You will try to forget me—you cannot forget. 

We shall hear of each other—oh! misery to hear 

Those names from another that once were so dear! 



What slight words will sting us that breathe of the past, 

And slight things will bring us thoughts fated to last.

The fond hopes that centred in thee are all dead, 

But the iron has enter’d the soul where they fed.



Like others in seeming, we’ll walk through life’s part, 

Cold, careless, and dreaming,—with death in the heart.

No hope—no repentance; the spring of life o’er; 

All died with that sentence——I love thee no more!
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