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An Old Man standing by the dead body of a Youth [1]






I am too proud by far to weep,

    Though earth had nought so dear

As was the Soldier Youth to me

    Now sleeping on that bier.

It were a stain upon his fame

Would do his laurel crown a shame,

    To shed one single tear.

It was a blessed lot to die

In battle, and for liberty!



He was my first, my only child,

    And when my race was run,

I was so proud to send him forth

    To do as I had done.

It was his last, his only field:

They brought him back upon his shield,

    But victory was won.

I cannot weep when I recall

Thy land has cause to bless thy fall.



When others tell their children all

    The fame that warriors win,

I must sit silent, and but think

    On what my child had been.

It is a father's joy to see

The young eyes glow exultingly

    When warlike tales begin;

And yet I know no living one

I would change for my sleeping Son.[2]






	↑ Appears in The Vow of the Peacock and Other Poems (1835), as AN OLD MAN OVER THE BODY OF HIS SON.

	↑ Signature after later poem











[image: ]

[image: ]

Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Landon_in_Literary_Gazette_1823.pdf/27&oldid=6705839"


		Category: 	Proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 15 March 2017, at 16:33.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		[image: Wikimedia Foundation]
	[image: Powered by MediaWiki]






