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have been without news of you, of the children, of our
families.

I believe that I have already told you that I advised
you to ask permission to leave your letters at the Ministry
eight or ten days before the departure of the mails;
perhaps in that way I shall receive them sooner. But,
my good darling, forget all my sufferings, overcome
your own, and think of our children. Say to yourself
that you have a sacred mission to fulfill, that of having
my honor given back to me, the honor of the name borne
by our dear little ones. Moreover, I recall to my mind
what you told me before my departure. I know, as
you repeated to me in your letter of the 17th of February,
what the words of your mouth are worth. I have
an absolute confidence in you.

Then do not weep any more, my good darling; I will
struggle until the last minute for you, for our dear
children.

The body may give way under such a burden of grief,
but the soul should remain firm and valiant, to protest
against a lot that we have not deserved. When my
honor is given back to me, then only, my good darling,
we shall have the right to withdraw from the field. We
will live for each other, far from the noise of the world;
we will take refuge in our mutual affection, in our love,
grown still stronger in these tragical events. We will
sustain each other, that we may bind up the wounds of
our hearts; we will live in our children, to whom we will
consecrate the remainder of our days. We will try to
make them good, simple beings, strong in body and
mind. We will elevate their souls so that they may always
find in them a refuge from the realities of life.

May this day come soon, for we have all paid our
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