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which had sought me out; it was your good, noble heart
come to warm and revive mine.

I saw also in your letters what I had already felt—how
you all have suffered in this horrible tragedy which has
come upon us, surprising us in our happiness and tearing
from us our honor. This one word tells everything,
it sums up all our tortures—mine and yours.

I know that from the day when I promised you to live,
to wait for the truth to be revealed, for justice to be
done me, I ought not to have faltered. I ought to have
silenced the voice of my heart; I ought to have waited
patiently, but how could I? I had not the strength of
soul.

The blow was too heavy. All within me revolted at
the thought of the odious crime for which I had been
condemned. My heart will bleed as long as this mantle
of infamy weighs upon my shoulders.

But I ask you to forgive me if I have sometimes written
you excited or complaining letters, that must have
augmented your immense grief. Your heart and mine
beat as one.

Be sure, then, my dear and good Lucie, that I shall resist
with all my strength, so that I may reach the day
when my happiness shall be given back to me. I hope
that that day may come soon; until then we must look
straight before us.

The news, too, you give me of our dear children has
given me pleasure. Make them spend a great deal of
time in the open air. Just now you must think only of
giving them health and strength.

Courage then, still, dear Lucie; be strong and valiant.
May my profound love sustain and guide you. My
thoughts do not leave you for an instant, night or day.
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