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	ing the honor of the name you bear—this is to assure


the life, the future of our children. This is the end
necessary, and you must attain it, whatever may be the
means. There must not remain one single Frenchman
who doubts my honor.

Yours is a grand mission, and you are worthy to accomplish
it. When honor shall be given back to us—and
I hope for all our sakes it may be soon—I shall consecrate
the remainder of my life to making you forget—yes,
even you shall forget, my poor darling—these
terrible months of pain and anguish; for, more than all
others, you deserve to be happy and beloved for your
great heart, for your wonderful strength of character.

Then, be always strong and valiant. May my spirit,
my profound love, sustain and guide you.

My thoughts are constantly with you, with our dear
little ones, with you all.

Kisses to the children—to all.

I embrace you with all my strength.



Alfred.




 


2 August, 1895, 8 o'clock in the evening.




I had just ended this letter, so that it might leave to-morrow
for Cayenne, when they brought me your letters
of the month of April and your letters of June, with the
letters of all the family. I have just read through your
letters rapidly. I will answer at greater length by the
next mail.

I have nothing to change in what I have just written
to you. No matter how appalling to me the moral
situation may be in which I am placed, no matter how
my heart may be bruised, I shall stand erect to my last
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