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breath, for I want my honor, your honor, that of our
children. As for my friends, I have never doubted
them. They know what I am. But what is necessary,
what I will have, is light, so brilliant that no one in all
our dear country can have any doubt of my honor. It
is my honor, the absolute honor of a soldier, that I must
regain. This mission I confide to you, to you all. You
will accomplish it, I have no doubt of it.

I embrace you; also our dear children.



Your devoted



Alfred.




 


22 August, 1895.





My dear Lucie:




I wrote you two long letters at the beginning of the
month, on the 2d and the 5th of August; I hope that
both of them were in time to go by the English boat.
It is a long time since I have had a talk with you.
It was not the wish that I lacked. My whole heart is
with you. How many times have I taken up my pen
only to throw it aside! What does it profit us for me
always to be stirring up these sorrows? Aside from your
health, from the health of the children, that of all the
family, I have only one thought—and that forces me to
live—the thought of our honor.

You will forgive me if at times I have presented my
ideas in a somewhat exaggerated form. But after all,
if I do my duty, my whole duty, without flinching, it is
not because my heart does not tremble and bleed in a
situation so infamous and so undeserved, and its sorrow
comes not only from my own situation, but from yours,
from that of all whom I love.

And then remember that I am obliged to control my-
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