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Such a situation is tragic, the anguish becomes too
great for us all to bear.

Should it last much longer either one or the other will
give way under it. Well, my dear Lucie, that must not
be! We must before all else get back our honor, the
honor of our children. We must not allow ourselves to
be overcome by a fate so infamous when it is so unmerited.
However natural, however legitimate, may be the cries
of pain of souls who suffer far beyond all imaginable
suffering, to groan, my dear Lucie, will do no good. If,
when you receive this letter, the mystery has not been
made clear, then, I think, it will be time, with the courage,
the energy which duty gives, with the invincible
force which innocence gives, for you to take personal
steps, so that at last light may be thrown upon this
tragic story. You have neither mercy nor favor to ask
for, but only a determined search for the truth, a
search for the wretch who wrote that infamous letter,
and, in one word, justice for us all! And you will find
in your own heart words more eloquent than any that
could be contained in a mere letter. We must, in a
word, find at last the key to this mystery. Whatever
may be the means, your position as a wife and a mother
gives you every right and should give you every courage.

From what I myself feel from the state of my own
heart, I know but too well how it must be with you all,
and in my long nights I see you suffering, agonizing
with me.

It must end. Men cannot in a century like ours
leave two families in agony without clearing up a mystery
like this. The truth can be made known, if only
they are willing to have it so. Then, my dear Lucie,
while you continue to preserve the dignity which must
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