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you last year; go yourself, take, if need be, a child by
each hand, those two beloved and innocent beings, and
take steps to appeal to those who direct the affairs
of our country. Speak simply, from your heart, and
I am sure that you will find generous souls who will understand
how appalling is this martyrdom of a wife, of a
mother, and who will put all the means in their power
to work to aid you in this noble and holy work, the discovery
of the truth, the discovery of the author of this
infamous crime. Oh, dear Lucie, listen to me well, and
follow my counsels! Remember that you must see but
one thing, our object, and strive to attain it; for, oh! I
long with all my heart to see, before I succumb to this
weight of suffering, honor restored to the name that our
dear, adored ones bear. I long to see you again happy,
our children, enjoying the happiness that you so merit,
my poor and dear Lucie! And as this paper seems to me
cold, because I cannot put on it all that my heart contains
for you, for our children, I would that I might
write to you with my blood; perhaps then I might express
myself better
. . . .

And although I cannot tell you anything new I continue
to talk with you, for the long night is coming,
traversed by horrible nightmares, in which I shall see
you, our children, my dear brothers and sisters, all those
whom we love. You see, dear Lucie, that I tell you
everything, that I pour out to you all my sufferings, that
I tell you all my thoughts; indeed, in this hour I am incapable
of doing otherwise.

And my thought night and day is always the same;
my lips breathe forth the same cry; oh, all my blood,
drop by drop, for the truth of this appalling mystery!

Pardon the incoherence of this letter. I write to you,
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