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have moments of ferocious despair, of anger also, for I
am not a saint. But then I call up, as I have always
called up, the thought of you, of the poor little ones,
and I evoke that feeling with which I have wished to
inspire you, to inspire you all, since the beginning of
this sad tragedy—that is, that there is above all our
anguish something higher, more exalted. My letter is
like a howl of pain, for we are like sorely wounded men
whose minds are so worn out with pain, whose bodies are
so maddened by long suffering, that the least thing
causes their cups, full, too full, of sorrow, to overflow.

But, dear Lucie, to speak forever of our grief is not
a remedy for it, it only exasperates it. We must look
at things as they are, and we all are horribly unhappy.

Truly the end dominates everything—sufferings, life.
I have told you this often and often, for it concerns the
honor of our name, the life of our children. This object
must be pursued without weakness until it is attained.
But the human spirit is formed in such a way
that it lives in the impressions of each day, and each
day is composed of too many appalling minutes;
we have been waiting for so long a time for a happier
to-morrow.

It is not with anger, it is not with lamentations, that
you must hasten the moment when the truth shall be
revealed. Concentrate your courage—and it ought to
be great—strong in your conscience, strong in the
duty you have to fulfill; look only to your object; look
only into your heart of a wife, of a mother, the heart
that for so many months has been so horribly crushed
and ground.

Oh, dear Lucie, listen to me well, for I have suffered
so much, I have borne so many things, that life is pro-
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