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3 October, 1896.





My dear Lucie:




I have not yet received the mail of August. Notwithstanding,
I wish to write you a few words by the
English mail, and to send you the echo of my immense
love.

I wrote to you last month, and I opened my whole
heart to you, told all my thoughts; there is nothing that
I can add. I hope that the combined aid that you have
the right to ask for will be given you, and I can only hope
one thing—that I am soon to learn that light has been
let in upon this horrible affair. What I would again say
to you is this: that we must not let the terrible acuteness
of our sufferings harden our hearts. It is necessary that
our name, that we ourselves, should come out of this
horrible situation such as we were when they made us
go into it

But in the face of such sufferings our courage should
be strong, not to recriminate nor to complain, but to ask,
to demand, indeed, light on this horrible drama, that he
or they whose victims we are be unmasked. But I have
spoken to you at length of all this in my last letter; I
will not repeat myself.

If I write to you often, and at such length, it is because
there is something that I would express better
than I do express it. It is that, strong in our consciences,
we must lift ourselves high above all this, without
moaning, without complaining, like sensitive, honorable
people, who are suffering a martyrdom to which they
may succumb. We must simply do our duty. If my
part of this duty is to stand fast as long as I can, your
part of it, the part of you all, is to demand that the light
may shine in upon this lugubrious drama, to appeal to
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