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pass without writing you one word. I am happy to
know that you are surrounded by all the family; your
grief must be less great, for nothing is more sustaining
than such love as is being shown to you.

As to me, my darling, do not give way to any feeling
of anxiety.

I am ready to appear before my judges; my mind is
tranquil. I am ready to face them as I shall one day
stand before God, my head high, my conscience pure.

I am happy to know that you are all well; the children
also.

Continue to take good care of yourself, my darling;
and keep all your courage. It is true that the trial is
great, but my courage is not less great.

If I have had moments of horrible depression, if I
have borne the weight of the frightful mental torture, of
the suspicion which they have cast upon me, my head
has never bent beneath it. To-day, as yesterday, I can
look the world in the face; I am worthy to command my
soldiers. Embrace the dear ones for me; affectionate
kisses from your devoted



Alfred.




 


Monday, 18 December, 1894.





My dear Lucie:




I received to-day only your good letter of Saturday.
I could not send my letter yesterday; the offices were
closed and my letter could not have passed out.

How you must suffer, my poor darling! I can imagine
it by comparing your suffering to my own, because I cannot
see you. But we must know how to bear up, to hold
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