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just ended. Should it be otherwise, death would be
preferable. In this calm, deep night which surrounds
me, I think of you all, of you, of our dear children. What
a fearful stroke of fate, undeserved and cruel!

Let me give way a little, weep without restraint in
your arms. Do not believe because I weep that my
courage weakens. I have promised you to live; I shall
keep my word. But I must always feel your heart beating
close to mine. I must be sustained by your love.

We must have courage. We must have an almost
superhuman energy. As for me, I can only summon
my whole strength to bear all the tortures which await
me.

Good-night and kisses.



Alfred.




 


Thursday, noon.





My Darling:




They have informed me that the supreme humiliation
is set for the day after to-morrow. I expected it; I
was prepared for it; but in spite of that the blow was
terrible. I shall stand fast, as I promised you I would.
I shall draw the force I still need for that awful day
from the deep well of your love, from the affection of
you all; from the memory of our dear children; from
the supreme hope that some day the truth will come to
light; but on every side I must feel the warmth of the
affection that you all bear me. I must feel that you are
struggling with me. Search always; let there be no
truce, no rest.

I hope to see you soon, to gather strength from your
loving eyes. Let us sustain each other through everything
and against everything.
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