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Thursday, 11 o'clock in the evening.





My Darling:




The nights are long; it is to you that I turn again
and again; it is in your eyes that I look for all my
strength. It is in your profound love that I find the
courage to live. Not that the struggle makes me afraid,
but truly fate is too cruel to me. Could one imagine a
situation more awful, more tragic, for an innocent man?
Could there be a martyrdom more fraught with sorrow?

Happy is it for me that I have the deep affection with
which both our families surround me—that above
everything I have your love, which pays me for all my
sufferings.

Forgive me if sometimes I complain; do not think
that my soul is less valiant because a groan escapes my
lips; these cries relieve my heart; and to whom could I
cry if not to you, my dear wife?

A thousand kisses for you and for the little ones.



Alfred.




 


Wednesday, 5 o'clock.





My Darling:




I wish to write these few words more, so that you may
find them to-morrow morning when you awake. Our
conversation, even through the bars of the prison, has
done me good. My limbs trembled under me when I
went down to met you, but I gathered all my strength,
so that I should not fall from my emotion. Even now
my hand is still trembling; our interview has violently
shaken me. If I did not insist that you should stay still
longer it was because I was at the end of my strength.
I had to hide myself, so that I might weep a little; do
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