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You will answer, and with justice, that I must be
patient; that time is necessary to discover the truth.
Alas! I know it. But what would you? The minutes
to me seem hours. It always seems to me that some one
will come to me in another minute and say:

"Forgive us, we were deceived; the mistake has been
discovered."

Now I am waiting for Monday. Henceforth the weeks
for me are composed but of the two days when you come
to visit me. You cannot know how I marvel at your
self-sacrifice, your heroism, how I draw courage from
your love, so profound, so devoted.

Thank your sister Alice for her excellent letter, which
has given me great pleasure. Give news of me to all the
members of the family to whom I cannot write. Tell
them that their letters are always most welcome.



I embrace you tenderly, fondly.





Alfred.




 

14 January, 1895, Monday, 9 o'clock in the morning.

At last the happy day has come again when I can
have the happiness of seeing you, of kissing you, of
receiving news by word of mouth of you all. I have so
many things to tell you; but when I see you shall not I
again, in the emotion which will seize me, forget everything?
Last night again I could not sleep until two
o'clock. I was thinking of you, of you all, of this fearful
enigma which I long to decipher. I have turned
over in my mind a thousand ways, each more violent,
more extravagant than the other, by which to rend the
veil which shields the monster.

How can I help it, my darling? Night and day I
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