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has been thus wrested from me. When I look to the
present, my plight is so wretched that my thoughts turn
toward death, in which I might forget all my misery. It
is only when I look forward to the future that I have a
moment of consolation, for, as I have just told you, hope
is all that gives me life.

Just now I gazed for several minutes at the pictures
of our dear children; but I could not bear to look at
them longer; my sobs strangled me. Yes, my darling, I
must live. I must bear my martyrdom to the end, for
the name borne by these dear little ones. Some day they
must learn that this name is worthy to be honored, to
be respected; they must be sure that if I hold the honor
of many men below my own, there is none that I hold
above it.

Ah, surely it is full time that this horrible suffering
to which we are all subjected should end! I dare not
think of it. Everything within me swells my heart to
bursting.

I embrace you a thousand, thousand times, and our
good darlings.



Alfred.




 


Friday, 4 o'clock.




They have given me your letter of Friday, in which
you tell me that you have received my last letter. You
are asked to abstain from making any reflections upon
the measures taken in regard to us. Henceforth I shall
no longer have the right to write to you more than twice
a week. You can write to me every day. Do it, my
darling, for that is the only thing that gives me courage
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