



	
	

	
	

	Page:Life·of·Seddon•James·Drummond•1907.pdf/136

	
		From Wikisource

		


		

		
		

		Jump to navigation
		Jump to search
		This page has been validated.


A Prominent Liberal Leader
115


The Liberals, with much reluctance, agreed to postpone their main attack until the Statement disclosed the Government’s policy. When the Statement was delivered, it was found that Sir Harry Atkinson, who had been granted permission to impose a primage duty temporarily, asked for its continuance. Word was then sent round amongst members of the Opposition that Mr. Ballance had come to the conclusion that it was time to deal a direct blow at the Ministry’s policy.

This proposal met with the general approval of the Liberal Party. No finality could be seen in Sir Harry’s policy. In 1888 he was given all he asked for in the way of taxation, and now he asked for power to raise more money by taxes. He was given all he asked for in the way of borrowing, and now asked for further borrowing powers. The members of the Opposition condemned the policy entirely. They felt that they were bound in consistency and honour to challenge the Government to go to the country at the general election which was approaching, and to allow the electors to judge between the rival parties.

The following motion was drafted at a Liberal caucus:—



“That, in the opinion of this House, the continuance of the primage duty is unnecessary, and is a distinct breach of the understanding arrived at when it was first imposed; that further retrenchment is imperatively demanded and can be effected without impairing the efficiency of the public service; that the retention of the property tax in its present form and the land policy pursued by the Government alike impede the progress of the colony.”




In moving this motion, Mr. Ballance showed that during the three years of the Government’s office, the average number of settlers placed on the land had greatly decreased. He blamed the administration of the land laws for the loss of the colony’s population. The land system in operation favoured “dummy-ism,” which was carried on every day, he said. Finally, he claimed that the House should be dissolved, in order that the whole position should be placed before the people for their consideration and judgment.

The House was crowded while Mr. Ballance was speaking, and loud cheers went up from the Liberals when he concluded his speech. Mr. Seddon’s first action, when he was put forward
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