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on the higher centres of the brain and so to reach
the diseased tissues, a cure is in the highest
degree unlikely, for a reason which will be
given at a later stage;

(2) If his method is avowedly quite empirical,
and he only professes to exercise a
power which he does not even dimly understand,
we must respectfully ask for evidence,
which can be examined and tested to the
satisfaction of a competent and impartial
mind.

Now, as to the influence of 'suggestion,'
whether or not accompanied by other methods,
e.g. hypnotism, magnetism, electricity, &c.,
on (so-called) functional conditions, modern
medical science speaks with no uncertain voice.

At a meeting of the Harveian Society held
last October, much interesting information was
produced.

A paper of great and permanent value
was read by Dr. Claye Shaw on the 'Influence
of Mind as a therapeutic agent.' It is impossible
in the space at my disposal to quote more than
two brief extracts from his paper. He thus
defines 'suggestion':

'Suggestion is the insinuation of a belief
or impulse into the mind of a subject by any
means, or by words or questions, usually by
emphatic declaration; also the impulse of
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