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essay contributed by Dr. R. J. Ryle to the
Hibbert Journal of April 1907. He had before
him no such systematic attempt to defend
this view as that made by Mr. Dearmer,
but only the rather loose theorising of certain
'Modernists' who, however competent they
may be to deal with textual criticism, are
hardly in their element when reviewing pathological
probabilities. Dr. Ryle quotes Professor
Harnack as saying:

'That the earth in its course stood still,
that a she-ass spoke, that a storm was quieted
by a word, we do not believe, and we shall never
again believe; but that the lame walked, the
blind saw, and the deaf heard will not be so
summarily dismissed as an illusion.'[1]

Others write to the same effect. 'Progressive
criticism,' says Dr. Ryle, 'has adopted,
with much assurance, the opinion that the
diseases which were healed were what doctors
commonly speak of as functional diseases of the
nervous system, and that the production of a
strong mental impression was the means by
which the miracles of healing were brought
about. Upon this point there seems to be a
practical unanimity no less decided than that
which has been reached among critics of the
liberal school upon the other two points.
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