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some authoritative statement was needed to
guide the public in thinking out the topical
questions of Spiritual Faith or Mental Healing.
There has, in recent years, been an endless
series of books issued from the European and
American presses on this subject. Some of
these publications being obviously the hand-*books
of societies whose name spelt their
own condemnation, thinking people passed
them by, but, on the other hand, much literature
of a very misleading character has been
placed on the market and purchased by many
in the belief that they were learning from it
the official views either of the Church or of
the medical profession, or of both. The
qualified medical practitioners of this country
do not lightly decide to give expression to their
views on therapeutics in books issued to
the general public, and whenever they circulate
opinions it may be taken for granted that
they are the result of patient investigation
of facts and of carefully thought out conclusions
deduced from those facts. If one
may be allowed to indicate in a general way
the position taken up by the doctors who
have written for the following pages, it is one
of scepticism towards quasi-miraculous healing
as a practical means of combating disease,
but at the same time it is an attitude of
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