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his antidote rather than in prayer for a
divine intervention. And when time came
for prayer he would pray not for a suspension
of natural law but for unity of his own will
with that of the Father, and for the child's
spiritual welfare. Into the origin of evil do not
fear that I shall enter; it is one of the antinomies
which I have said that we must
avoid, at any rate at present: I can only now
say that disease is a material effect to be
combated by material means, and not by
religious processions or intercessions.

This being my view, I would try to
eliminate notions of the priest as medicine
man; they are essentially pagan, though
to this day they more or less unconsciously
influence our thoughts on the present subject.

But, it may be said, strange healings do
take place under religious influences; and
this is true. And at no time in history were
such miraculous cures more frequent and
wonderful than in the temples of Aesculapius
or of Serapis. Modern cures, whether of the
Eddyites or at Lourdes, or the like elsewhere,
when compared with those of the Roman
Empire fall into insignificance. Now a careful
study of all reported cures of this miraculous
or miraculoid kind, a study illustrated for us
many years ago by Charcot, proved to him,
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