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and proves to the expert observers of to-day,
that they all—palsies, convulsions and the rest,
often inveterate cases—are and have been
cures of one disease, and of one only, namely
hysteria; a malady which in its protean
manifestations mocks all and any particular
diseases. I say this of the genuine cases; but
the majority of such wonders recorded turn
out on inquiry (like the 'Grimsby' case) to
be grossly exaggerated or wholly false. The
'miraculous cures' then, so far as they are
genuine, are cures by suggestion: they take
their place with cures of the same kind of
disorder by panic, such as an alarm of fire;
by 'hypnotism,' or by any other over-*mastering
impression which startles or transports
the balance of the bodily functions from
one centre of equilibrium to another higher
and more stable one.

So much for the 'miracles'; which owe
nothing to any sacerdotal magic, and to the
physician are part of a familiar experience,
and of a familiar interpretation. But giving
up the hysterical cases—which, by the way, is
to give up a good deal—and admitting that
disease is in the body a material thing, and
one not properly matter for the pleading of
prayer, except in the spiritual sense of submission
to the Divine order, between these














Retrieved from "https://en.wikisource.org/w/index.php?title=Page:Medicine_and_the_church;_being_a_series_of_studies_on_the_relationship_between_the_practice_of_medicine_and_the_church%27s_ministry_to_the_sick_(IA_medicinechurchbe00rhodiala).pdf/56&oldid=11026814"


		Category: 	Not proofread




	





	Navigation menu

	
		

	
		Personal tools
	

	
		
			Not logged in
	Talk
	Contributions
	Create account
	Log in


		
	



		
			

	
		Namespaces
	

	
		
			Previous page
	Next page
	Page
	Discussion
	Image
	Index


		
	



			

	
	
		English
	
	
		
		

		
	



		

		
			

	
		Views
	

	
		
			Read
	Edit
	View history


		
	



			

	
	
		More
	
	
		
		

		
	



			

	Search

	
		
			
			
			
			
		

	




		

	

	

	
		
	

	

	
		Navigation
	

	
		
			Main Page
	Community portal
	Central discussion
	Recent changes
	Subject index
	Authors
	Random work
	Random author
	Random transcription
	Help
	Donate


		
	



	

	
		
	

	
		
		

		
	




	
		Tools
	

	
		
			What links here
	Related changes
	Special pages
	Permanent link
	Page information
	Cite this page
	Get shortened URL
	Download QR code


		
	




	
		Print/export
	

	
		
			Printable version
	Download EPUB
	Download MOBI
	Download PDF
	Other formats


		
	



	

	
		In other languages
	

	
		
		

		

	










		 This page was last edited on 12 March 2021, at 15:48.
	Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply.  By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy.




		Privacy policy
	About Wikisource
	Disclaimers
	Code of Conduct
	Developers
	Statistics
	Cookie statement
	Mobile view



		
	






