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on anointing with oil, and so on. But it may
be suggested incidentally that the term 'elder'
is hardly likely to be accepted by either the
Church or the medical profession as applicable
to a person untrained both in theology and in
medicine, whose claim to authority rests on
his own assertion, and whose methods are
only too liable to drift into what is known as
'quackery.' Even the Peculiar People, who
rely upon the same text in support of their
tenets, retain, I believe, some meaning of
authority in the word 'elder'; and their
position seems logically sounder than that of
the believer in a self-styled 'Spiritual Healer.'

As regards the procedure of the Spiritual
Healer, it would appear to consist in laying
hands on the affected part of the body, at the
same time offering up extempore prayers of a
very impassioned character for the recovery of
the sick. The treatment takes place in as
impressive surroundings as possible, and at
times a priest is called in to anoint the patient
with oil. It is doubtful to what extent the
practitioners of Spiritual Healing claim what
are called 'special powers'; but it seems
certain that the possession of these powers
is sometimes alleged. Unlike the Christian
Scientist, the Spiritual Healer does not despise
medical assistance, though it is probable that
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