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‘Thus passed my first years. My mother was in delicate
health, and much absorbed in the care of her
younger children. In the house was neither dog nor
bird, nor any graceful animated form of existence. I
saw no persons who took my fancy, and real life offered
no attraction. Thus my already over-excited mind
found no relief from without, and was driven for refuge
from itself to the world of books. I was taught Latin
and English grammar at the same time, and began to
read Latin at six years old, after which, for some years,
I read it daily. In this branch of study, first by my
father, and afterwards by a tutor, I was trained to quite
a high degree of precision. I was expected to understand
the mechanism of the language thoroughly, and in
translating to give the thoughts in as few well-arranged
words as possible, and without breaks or hesitation, —
for with these my father had absolutely no patience.

‘Indeed, he demanded accuracy and clearness in
everything: you must not speak, unless you can make your
meaning perfectly intelligible to the person addressed;
must not express a thought, unless you can give a reason
for it, if required; must not make a statement, unless
sure of all particulars — such were his rules. “But,”
“if” “unless,” “I am mistaken,” and “it may be
so,” were words and phrases excluded from the province
where he held sway. Trained to great dexterity in
artificial methods, accurate, ready, with entire
command of his resources, he had no belief in minds that
listen, wait, and receive. He had no conception of the
subtle and indirect motions of imagination and feeling.
His influence on me was great, and opposed to the nat-
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