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VISITS TO CONCORD.



‘there was none to take up her burden whilst she slept.’
But she was formed for action, and addressed herself
quite simply to her part. She was a woman, an orphan,
without beauty, without money; and these negatives will
suggest what difficulties were to be surmounted where
the tasks dictated by her talents required the good-will
of “good society,” in the town where she was to teach
and write. But she was even-tempered and erect, and,
if her journals are sometimes mournful, her mind was
made up, her countenance beamed courage and
cheerfulness around her. Of personal influence, speaking
strictly, — an efflux, that is, purely of mind and character,
excluding all effects of power, wealth, fashion, beauty, or
literary fame, — she had an extraordinary degree; I think
more than any person I have known. An interview
with her was a joyful event. Worthy men and women,
who had conversed with her, could not forget her,
but worked bravely on in the remembrance that this
heroic approver had recognized their aims. She spoke
so earnestly, that the depth of the sentiment prevailed,
and not the accidental expression, which might chance
to be common. Thus I learned, the other day, that, in
a copy of Mrs. Jameson’s Italian Painters, against a
passage describing Correggio as a true servant of God
in his art, above sordid ambition, devoted to truth, “one
of those superior beings of whom there are so few;”
Margaret wrote on the margin, ‘And yet all might be
such.’ The book lay long on the table of the owner, in
Florence, and chanced to be read there by a young
artist of much talent. “These words,” said he, months
afterwards, “struck out a new strength in me. They
revived resolutions long fallen away, and made me
set my face like a flint.”
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