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XII.




Where Syria's mountains rise, or Yemen's groves,

Or Tigris rolls his genii-haunted wave,

Life to his eye, as wearily it roves,

Wears but two forms—the tyrant and the slave!

There the fierce Arab leads his daring horde,

Where sweeps the sand-storm o'er the burning wild,

There stern Oppression waves the wasting sword,

O'er plains that smile, as ancient Eden smiled;

And the vale's bosom, and the desert's gloom,



Yield to the injured there no shelter save the tomb.



XIII.




But thou, fair world! whose fresh unsullied charms

Welcomed Columbus from the western wave,

Wilt thou receive the wanderer to thine arms,4[1]

The lost descendant of the immortal brave?

Amidst the wild magnificence of shades

That o'er thy floods their twilight-grandeur cast,

In the green depth of thine untrodden glades,

Shall he not rear his bower of peace at last?

Yes! thou hast many a lone, majestic scene,



Shrined in primæval woods, where despot ne'er hath been.



	↑ 
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