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MRS. SIDDONS.




CHAPTER XII.

HERMIONE.




It sends a pang through our heart as we hear Mrs.
Siddons say in later life, with a sigh, to Rogers the
poet: "After I became famous, none of my sisters
loved me so well." What a price to pay for fame!
"Conversation" Sharp was frequently consulted by
her upon private affairs. She wept to him over the
ingratitude her sisters showed her. Money was lent
and never repaid; the prestige of her name was borrowed
to obtain theatrical engagements, but she never
was thanked; every obligation seemed only to cause a
feeling of bitterness. Perhaps the fault lay a little on
her side as well as on theirs. Tact and graciousness
were not her strong points. She was absent-minded,
all her attention being concentrated on the study and
comprehension of her profession, which gave her a
proud, self-contained manner, alienating unconsciously
those who surrounded her and were dependent on her.
Her children adored her, but her brothers and sisters
stood, to a certain extent, in awe of her. All of them,
stimulated by the examples of the two eldest, went on
the stage, but none possessed her genius, or John
Kemble's talent and industry. The affectionate com-
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