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Introduction, or why open access?



good example here. With its state-sponsored research funding councils as the primary sources of research income for many in the
humanities, it is clear that if these bodies require OA, as they now
do, a greater degree of interest will emerge than in nations with more
devolved and/or autonomous funders. To that end, deriving partly
from these observations and partly from my own situation, this book
may tend at times towards an Anglo- and/or Euro-centrism, despite
the extensive discussion of international challenges and descriptions
of global projects throughout. That said, the vast majority of the
debates covered in this volume have re-emerged in every new location where OA has come to the fore. This seems to indicate that even
when dilemmas appear local, they usually have global applicability.

Finally for this preamble, in the service of upfront disclosure, it is
important to state that I have worked heavily on open access in the
belief that it is a positive force that could transform scholarly communications for the better. I am not, however, so naïve as to think
that this is a view shared universally and I also recognise the difﬁculties in practical implementations. This disclaimer is, therefore, necessary: this book aims to represent fairly, to the best of my ability, the
arguments of those who dissent while laying out reasons why advocates remain in favour. This book is not meant as a pro-OA polemic,
even if I do eventually side with OA, but attempts to give information
and arguments conservatively from both sides; it is intended to open a
space in which it is possible to think critically (and sometimes more
abstractly) about the research and publication practices of the academy and to allow others to join these debates. Indeed, an account that
did not critically consider all aspects of open access would ‘[limit] the
validity and credibility of the ﬁeld as a site of serious academic
endeavour’, as Neil Selwyn has put it with reference to the positivist
bent in educational technology.9 That said, total neutrality is, of
course, practically impossible; even by selecting various sources
I will advance an interpretation. I accept, therefore, that it is unlikely
that all stakeholders will feel entirely content. Caveat lector.

*

Before beginning any work in earnest, it is worth highlighting the
fact that open access is a deeply politicised issue. Indeed, given the
number of stakeholders involved, it would be surprising if such a
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