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Introduction, or why open access?



working on new experimental business models for OA publication.
Whatever else can be said of OA: governments want it, a portion of
the research community wants it, some members of the public want
it, funders want it, and it seems extremely probable that it will meet
with widespread global adoption in some form over the next few
years. What I hope this brief history has shown, though, is that the
conditions of contemporary scholarly communication/publishing
have been shaped by both legislative and ﬁnancial mechanisms but
that, from technological origins, a way of thinking arose that countered these norms. It is also clear that these technological and
scientiﬁc origins pose a seemingly obvious follow-on question: if
open access was born in the sciences and amid technologies, is OA,
then, just for scientists? There are clear advantages for scientists in
quickly and openly disseminating research and it has certainly been
mooted that the humanities are being led to open access as part of a
worldwide science-driven policy agenda. As will be seen, the answer
to the question of whether OA is speciﬁc to the sciences is more
complex than a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’.



the two cultures: is oa just for scientists?

In order to answer the question of whether open access is applicable
wholly or mainly to science, two more fundamental questions have
ﬁrst to be addressed: (1) what are the roles of research in the
humanities and the sciences respectively and (2) what is the function
of OA with respect to these roles? It is certainly notable that many
critiques of the university are born within humanities disciplines. It
is also the case that critique of research publication practices sometimes forms a part of that ecosystem of criticism. This criticism is
often limited, though, and does not rejoin with practice. For
instance, how many Anglo-American postcolonial critiques have
been outsourced for typesetting to the Indian subcontinent and are
typesetters remunerated at a fair rate under acceptable labour conditions? How has the popular reputation of the humanities – a frequent topic of lament – suffered from an inability of the public easily
to read research work (in both the sense of impeded access and the
sense of the unreadable complexity of the language of research)? At
the risk of introducing some of that very complexity, and as I cover
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