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signiﬁcant, it is also evident that these scholar-led initiatives have not
come to dominate the publishing landscape. There are also, on
occasion, problems with their lack of publisher expertise. For
instance, sometimes these venues do not have adequate digital preservation mechanisms to militate against disaster or do not adhere to
commonly agreed upon standards for discoverability.

What these projects seem to indicate, more precisely, though, in
their very existence, is that when academics design systems for
communication from the ground up, independently, the idea of
creating a subscription or sale model often doesn’t seem to enter
the equation (although it is more common as a form of supplementary income for OA book initiatives). Sceptics might point out that
this is indicative of a fundamental unsustainability of these online
academic resources; a lack of business sense. To my mind, however,
it also signals that there cannot be an irreconcilable difference
between the communication practices of the humanities and open
dissemination on the internet – ‘open access’ – but that differences in
research dissemination practice to the sciences must be found somewhere else, especially (but not only) in the journal sphere.

*

Even if, then, there is no fundamental tension between open online
dissemination and the form of much humanities work, it is nonetheless no simple task to deﬁne precisely the role of research in the
humanities subjects, as apart from the sciences. As Helen Small puts
it, isolating distinctive traits of speciﬁc intellectual cultures is surprisingly difﬁcult and even seemingly basic deﬁnitions very quickly
become convoluted.50 In Jerome McGann’s formulation, however,
the role of the humanities disciplines is ‘to preserve, to monitor, to
investigate, and to augment our cultural life and inheritance’ and, in
straightforward parlance, it is clear that those employed in universities’ humanities departments conduct ‘research’ in the service of
these goals.51 It is also clear, though, that a single deﬁnition of
research will likely be too loose to cover adequately the diversity of
activities found within even this narrowed disciplinary spectrum.
With that warning in mind, what does ‘research’ mean in broad
strokes, what is its function and what does open access do to research
activities in these disciplines?
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