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research is openly available to all (like the majority of websites on the
world wide web) this does not mean that there are no quality
controls (unlike the majority of the web).60 Likewise, the need to
cite the work of others remains in place.

The fourth of these points, however, the idea of creating a chain of
veriﬁcation whereby the claims upon which the new work rests can
be checked, is potentially signiﬁcantly enhanced in an open-access
world. Although checking others’ use of sources is currently a far less
common practice than might be hoped, if all research were open
access and the necessary technological infrastructure was put into
place, an environment could exist in which this kind of checking
could be instantaneous: a linked click. Of course, much humanities
writing requires a more totalised understanding of the work than just
a link to a single paragraph – it requires the argument, the aesthetic
and the context – but this does not impinge upon the potential
supplementary beneﬁts of such a system. This could be available not
only to those established within universities, though, but rather to
anybody with access to the internet. This could range from independent researchers through to those fresh out of their degree. In
much the same way as it becomes easy to spend hours following links
that look interesting on Wikipedia, a world could be possible where
the same is true of an interlinked network of high-quality scholarly
papers. Of course, just because OA might offer the possibility of such
a system existing does not mean that it would spontaneously burst
into existence; new publisher labour would be required to implement
the linking, format migration and any supplemental technologies
that might facilitate this.

Beyond the broader goal of access to research, such thinking as
this represents the kind of beneﬁts that advocates believe would
enhance research practice and is among the reasons why OA is
not purely applicable to the sciences. However, not all scholars
and commentators feel that these changes are positive and they
often point out that current research practices have evolved over a
long timeframe while, by contrast, the switch to digital is
happening (too) rapidly. The same critics also often feel that, even
if these types of beneﬁts were acknowledged (on top of the more
general principles of broader access, equality etc.), the damage of
a transition period is too economically dangerous to be practical.
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