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O my fair lord, I charge you leave me this:

Is it not sweeter than a foolish kiss?

Nay take it then, my flower, my first in June,

My rose, so like a tender mouth it is:

Ah God, ah God, that day should be so soon.



Love, till dawn sunder night from day with fire,

Dividing my delight and my desire,

The crescent life and love the plenilune,

Love me though dusk begin and dark retire;

Ah God, ah God, that day should be so soon.



Ah, my heart fails, my blood draws back; I know,

When life runs over, life is near to go;

And with the slain of love love’s ways are strewn,

And with their blood, if love will have it so;

Ah God, ah God, that day should be so soon.



Ah, do thy will now; slay me if thou wilt;

There is no building now the walls are built,

No quarrying now the corner-stone is hewn,

No drinking now the vine’s whole blood is spilt;

Ah God, ah God, that day should be so soon.



Nay, slay me now; nay, for I will be slain;

Pluck thy red pleasure from the teeth of pain,

Break down thy vine ere yet grape-gatherers prune,

Slay me ere day can slay desire again;

Ah God, ah God, that day should be so soon.
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