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THE LEPER.
141



Yea, though God hateth us, he knows

That hardly in a little thing

Love faileth of the work it does

Till it grow ripe for gathering.



Six months, and now my sweet is dead

A trouble takes me; I know not

If all were done well, all well said,

No word or tender deed forgot.



Too sweet, for the least part in her,

To have shed life out by fragments; yet,

Could the close mouth catch breath and stir,

I might see something I forget.



Six months, and I sit still and hold

In two cold palms her cold two feet.

Her hair, half grey half ruined gold,

Thrills me and burns me in kissing it.



Love bites and stings me through, to see

Her keen face made of sunken bones.

Her worn-off eyelids madden me,

That were shot through with purple once.



She said, "Be good with me; I grow

So tired for shame's sake, I shall die

If you say nothing:" even so.

And she is dead now, and shame put by.
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