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A BALLAD OF BURDENS.
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The burden of fair women. Vain delight,

And love self-slain in some sweet shameful way,

And sorrowful old age that comes by night

As a thief comes that has no heart by day,

And change that finds fair cheeks and leaves them grey,

And weariness that keeps awake for hire,

And grief that says what pleasure used to say;

This is the end of every man’s desire.



The burden of bought kisses. This is sore,

A burden without fruit in childbearing;

Between the nightfall and the dawn threescore,

Threescore between the dawn and evening.

The shuddering in thy lips, the shuddering

In thy sad eyelids tremulous like fire,

Makes love seem shameful and a wretched thing.

This is the end of every man’s desire.
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