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AT ELEUSIS.
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Men of Eleusis, ye that with long staves

Sit in the market-houses, and speak words

Made sweet with wisdom as the rare wine is

Thickened with honey; and ye sons of these

Who in the glad thick streets go up and down

For pastime or grave traffic or mere chance;

And all fair women having rings of gold

On hands or hair; and chiefest over these

I name you, daughters of this man the king,

Who dipping deep smooth pitchers of pure brass

Under the bubbled wells, till each round lip

Stooped with loose gurgle of waters incoming,

Found me an old sick woman, lamed and lean,

Beside a growth of builded olive-boughs

Whence multiplied thick song of thick-plumed throats—

Also wet tears filled up my hollow hands

By reason of my crying into them—

And pitied me; for as cold water ran

And washed the pitchers full from lip to lip,

So washed both eyes full the strong salt of tears.
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