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THE MASQUE OF QUEEN BERSABE.




And my feet shod with adder-skin.

In Shushan toward Ecbatane

I wrought my joys with tears and pain,

My loves with blood and bitter sin.






ephrath.



I am the queen of Rephaim,

God, that some while refraineth him,

Made in the end a spoil of me.

My rumour was upon the world

As strong sound of swoln water hurled

Through porches of the straining sea.

My hair was like the flag-flower,

And my breasts carven goodlier

Than beryl with chalcedony.







pasithea.



I am the queen of Cypriotes.

Mine oarsmen, labouring with brown throats,

Sang of me many a tender thing.

My maidens, girdled loose and braced

With gold from bosom to white waist,

Praised me between their wool-combing.

All that praise Venus all night long

With lips like speech and lids like song

Praised me till song lost heart to sing.
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