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PHÆDRA.




Love loathed of love, and mates unmatchable,

Wild wedlock, and the lusts that bleat or low,

And marriage-fodder snuffed about of kine.

Lo how the heifer runs with leaping flank

Sleek under shaggy and speckled lies of hair,

And chews a horrible lip, and with harsh tongue

Laps alien froth and licks a loathlier mouth.

Alas, a foul first steam of trodden tares,

And fouler of these late grapes underfoot.

A bitter way of waves and clean-cut foam

Over the sad road of sonorous sea

The high gods gave king Theseus for no love,

Nay, but for love, yet to no loving end.

Alas the long thwarts and the fervent oars,

And blown hard sails that straightened the scant rope!

There were no strong pools in the hollow sea

To drag at them and suck down side and beak,

No wind to catch them in the teeth and hair,

No shoal, no shallow among the roaring reefs,

No gulf whereout the straining tides throw spars,

No surf where white bones twist like whirled white fire.

But like to death he came with death, and sought

And slew and spoiled and gat him that he would.

For death, for marriage, and for child-getting,

I set my curse against him as a sword;

Yea, and the severed half thereof I leave

Pittheus, because he slew not (when that face

Was tender, and the life still soft in it)
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