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THE TRIUMPH OF TIME.




Though the swords in my heart for one were seven, 

Should the iron hollow of doubtful heaven, 

That knows not itself whether night-time or day be,

Reverberate words and a foolish prayer?



I will go back to the great sweet mother,

Mother and lover of men, the sea. 

I will go down to her, I and none other,

Close with her, kiss her and mix her with me; 

Cling to her, strive with her, hold her fast: 

O fair white mother, in days long past 

Born without sister, born without brother,

Set free my soul as thy soul is free.



O fair green-girdled mother of mine,

Sea, that art clothed with the sun and the rain, 

Thy sweet hard kisses are strong like wine,

Thy large embraces are keen like pain. 

Save me and hide me with all thy waves, 

Find me one grave of thy thousand graves, 

Those pure cold populous graves of thine

Wrought without hand in a world without stain.



I shall sleep, and move with the moving ships,

Change as the winds change, veer in the tide; 

My lips will feast on the foam of thy lips,

I shall rise with thy rising, with thee subside; 

Sleep, and not know if she be, if she were, 

Filled full with life to the eyes and hair,
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