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Had it been so hard for my love? but I,

Though the gods gave all that a god can give,

I had chosen rather the gift to die,

Cease, and be glad above all that live.



For the Loire would have driven us down to the sea,

And the sea would have pitched us from shoal to shoal;

And I should have held you, and you held me,

As flesh holds flesh, and the soul the soul.



Could I change you, help you to love me, sweet,

Could I give you the love that would sweeten death,

We should yield, go down, locked hands and feet,

Die, drown together, and breath catch breath;



But you would have felt my soul in a kiss,

And known that once if I loved you well;

And I would have given my soul for this

To burn for ever in burning hell.
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