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Or, hide though where the poppy blows.

With wind-flowers frail and fair,

While I, upon his isle of snows,

Seek and defy the bear.

Fierce though he be, and huge of frame,

This arm his savage strength shall tame,

And drag him from his lair



When crimson sky and flamy cloud

Bespeak the summer o'er,

And the dead valleys wear a shroud

Of snows that melt no more,

I'll build of ice thy winter home,

With glistening walls and glassy dome,

And spread with skins the floor.



The white fox by thy couch shall play ;

And, from the frozen skies,

The meteors of a mimic day

Shall flash upon thine eyes.

And I—for such thy vow—meanwhile

Shall hear thy voice and see thy smile,

Till that long midnight flies.








——————















THE JOURNEY OF LIFE.





Beneath the waning moon I walk at night,

And muse on human life—for all around

Are dim uncertain shapes that cheat the sight,

And pitfalls lurk in shade along the ground.
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