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"THE French, who in every invasion have been the scourge of Italy, and have rivalled or rather surpassed the rapacity of the Goths and Vandals, laid their sacrilegious hands on the unparalleled collection of the Vatican, tore its Masterpieces from their pedestals, and dragging them from their temples of marble, transported them to Paris, and consigned them to the dull sullen halls, or rather stables, of the Louvre. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . But the joy of discovery was short, and the triumph of taste transitory!"



Eustace's Classical Tour through Italy, vol. ii. p. 60.
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