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CASES

argued and determined

in the

SUPREME COURT OF ARKANSAS

at the

DECEMBER TERM, 1865, AND JUNE TERM, 1866.




 



 


Rison et al. vs. Farr




Legislation is the exercise of sovereign power; but that power is defined to a certainty by the written constitutions of the several states, which determine the extent and limit of the powers delegated to the government and retained by the people.
The constitution of this state is the supreme law of the land, under the constitution of the United States; and is of binding force and obligation upon all departments of the government, and assigns the sphere within which each must act, and establishes bounds beyond which neither can go.

The courts of justice have the right, and are in duty bound, to test every law by the constitution as the fundamental and paramount law of the land, and to declare every act of the legislature contrary to the true intent and meaning of the constitution null and void, and of no effect whatever.


Section 2, Article 4, of the constitution of this state, fixes the qualifications and determines who shall be deemed qualified voters in this state, in direct, positive and affirmative terms, and these qualifications cannot be added to by legislative enactment.
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