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CASES IN THE SUPREME COURT








Rison et al. vs. Farr.
[December







A law requiring that the voter shall swear to support the constitution of the United States, does not restrict the right to vote, adds nothing to the qualifications required by the constitution, requires nothing more than the voter is required by law to do, and is free from the objections of unconstitutionality, and is a valid law. 
But to add to the qualifications prescribed by the constitution—to require that the citizen shall swear that he has not done a specified act—that he shall purge himself by oath, of all crimes or any particular crime; otherwise, to deprive him Of the elective franchise, is not within the powers delegated to the legislature; and therefore, so much of the 6th section of the act approved May 31st, 1864, entitled "An Act to provide for the manner of holding elections," as prescribes such oath as a pre-requisite to voting, is directly in conflict with section 2, article 4, of the constitution, and void.

The rights and privileges of the citizen cannot be taken away by legislative enactment, directly or indirectly, or otherwise than by due process of law, that is, by the judgment of a court of competent jurisdiction.

The pardon of the President of the United States relieves the person pardoned from all penalties attached to the specified act, and restores him to his former rights and privileges.


A plea bad in part is bad for the whole.


Error to Pulaski Circuit Court.




Hon. LIBERTY BARTLETT, Circuit Judge.


Argument for Plaintiffs

R. C. NEWTON, for plaintiffs.

In construing the constitution in reference to the qualifications of electors, the intention of the convention may well be inquired into; and the intention of the convention not to confine, absolutely, the qualifications to those enumerated in the constitution may well be inferred from the fact that, in an election directed by the convention, other qualifications were prescribed. Sec. 2, article IV, State Constitution. Also, Schedule to Constitution, sec. 1.

It is submitted that all persons proscribed by the act—(Pamph. Acts, 1861, p. 48,) had voluntarily renounced their allegiance to
the United States; and had ceased to be citizens thereof; and were not therefore, qualified electors under the state constitution.

But if the law be unconstitutional, still the ministerial officers
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